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McCormick Road Pedestrian Safety Improvements project includes both raised table crossings at the Amphitheater/ Monroe Hall
bus stop and crosswalk area (seen above right) as well as bringing all of the curb cuts up to code compliant standards.

"This helps make the University a more inclusive, welcoming
environment for all, not just faculty, staff, and students, but
also visitors, and community members, and helps to further

our ideal as a university to be both good and great. The
McCormick Road project is one small step in that direction,

as it not only provides much needed ADA curb cut
improvements, but also improves pedestrian safety along
this very crowded thoroughfare, by discouraging vehicular

through traffic, improving crosswalks and signage, and
adding the raised tables, which serve as a traffic calming
measure to reduce vehicular speed along the section of

McCormick Rd between Monroe Hall and Alderman library.
As another part of this project, vehicular gates will be added

near the Chapel/ Alderman crosswalk to restrict through
traffic as well, although this work is still in the concept/design

phase and there are future plans to also make safety and
accessibility improvements along McCormick Rd all the way

to the Alderman intersection." 
 
 

-Cory Paradis, Project Manager for McCormick Road Pedestrian Safety
Improvements project and member of the Barrier-Free Access

Committee

Diversity Equity & Inclusion Digest
July 2020

July 26th marks 30 years since the signing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Members
of FM and the University's Barrier-Free Access
Committee have collaborated on several projects
across grounds that specifically address accessibility;
including the McCormick Road project you see above. 

The Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities is charged with
making recommendations for, and providing oversight to, projects

designed to improve access for persons with disabilities to University
programs and facilities.

https://www.whatcanyoudocampaign.org/join-the-movement/cde-ada30/
https://accessibility.virginia.edu/
https://accessibility.virginia.edu/committees
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In addition to the project above, learn more
about the two permanent ramps, located on
either side of the Lawn adjacent to Pavilions V and
IX.

"Wynne [Stuart, Associate Provost for Academic
Support and Classroom Management]

shepherded many accessibility projects during
her tenure as Chair of the BFA Committee. The

Lawn ramps surely are the pinnacle of her
efforts.  Now a disabled or infirm person can

experience and traverse the length of the
historic Lawn.  That project recently won an

award from the Potomac Chapter of the ASLA."
 

-Helen Wilson, Senior Landscape Architect and Chair
of the Barrier-Free Access Committee

Diversity Equity & Inclusion Digest
July 2020

Cory Paradis is a FM representative on the University’s Barrier-Free Access Committee and the project manager for the improvement project.  
Stanley Speed is the go to person in FM for the Report A Barrier (RAB) submissions.  RAB is a University initiative and Stanley coordinates responses
to concerns that involve our facilities and infrastructure. 
Bob Waite, with the Office of the University Building Official (UBO), is also a member of the Barrier-Free Access Committee.  UBO helps projects
comply with updated regulations and practices especially during the design process. 
Mark Webb is a member of the Barrier-Free Access Committee and several others that led to this collaboration.
Helen Wilson is the chair of the Barrier-Free Access Committee.
The maintenance staff in HSPP and Operations keep important components such as door openers and elevators in top working condition, so FM
and UBO provide many levels of support to the University’s accessibility efforts.

There are multiple projects across Grounds that serve to improve accessibility and we are proud of their collaboration and commitment to make
UVA an accessible and inclusive environment. Here are a few of the people that helped make the McCormick Road Pedestrian Safety

Improvements project a reality:

Improved curb cuts at the McCormick Road Pedestrian
Safety Improvements project

https://accessibility.virginia.edu/
https://news.virginia.edu/content/permanent-wheelchair-ramps-open-making-lawn-more-accessible-ever
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How are the protests happening now similar to and different from unrest in the 1960s, like Newark or

Detroit in 1967, or the protests after Martin Luther King Jr’s assassination in April 1968?

Comparisons to the 1960s, and that era’s fight for racial equality, have been plentiful—but that period

was just one chapter in a civil rights movement that’s almost as old as America is. TIME asked ten

experts on the history of race in the United States to weigh in on which moments from the American

past can help us understand today.

Protests over racial injustice are a recurring feature of modern American life. Their history can render

meaning to a protest movement that has spread across America within a week and that has not been

pacified by the charging of Mr Chauvin with third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter.

Why have the protests continued, and been mirrored in cities nationwide?

Diversity Equity & Inclusion Digest
July 2020

A History of Protesting for Racial Equity in the US...

Hulton Archive/Getty Images; David 'Dee' Delgado—Getty Images

In this thought-provoking documentary,
scholars, activists and politicians analyze the
criminalization of African Americans and the
U.S. prison boom.
 
Don't have Netflix? Try it for FREE for 30 days.

https://www.vox.com/identities/2020/6/2/21277253/george-floyd-protest-1960s-civil-rights
https://time.com/5846727/george-floyd-protests-history/
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2020/06/01/history-is-repeated-in-protests-at-the-death-of-george-floyd
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
https://www.netflix.com/title/80091741
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Determined: Stories of
Resilience in a Broken
Ecosystem

Economic Stability
Education
Social and Community Context
Health and Health Care
Neighborhood and Built Environment

Charlottesville Tomorrow, journalist Jordy
Yager, and Vinegar Hill Magazine have
partnered to lift up a series of inclusive
narratives documenting the immediate
impacts and exploring the long-term effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Central
Virginia region. Focusing on:

Stamped from the Beginning is more than just the
history of racism and racial progress. Kendi uses
meticulous research and the life stories of five

“historical tour guides.” Through these histories,
Kendi reveals how racism and anti-racist ideas

were not born from ignorance. Rather, they were
carefully built by some of America’s most

intellectual leaders.

Have something you would like to add or share in the DEI Digest?
Email: FM-DEI@virginia.edu

Want to show support at this time? Click here for
the full list.

Local businesses you can support: 

https://www.vinegarhillmagazine.com/determined
https://charlottesville29.com/2020/06/01/black-owned-restaurants-in-charlottesville/
https://bookriot.com/2020/06/04/stamped-from-the-beginning-by-ibram-x-kendi-free-on-spotify/
https://www.vinegarhillmagazine.com/determined
https://bookriot.com/2020/06/04/stamped-from-the-beginning-by-ibram-x-kendi-free-on-spotify/
https://charlottesville29.com/2020/06/01/black-owned-restaurants-in-charlottesville/

