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Potential Partnership for
Second Year Housing
RFP # 23-103


Date of Issue: April 25, 2024
Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) due no later than
4:00pm EST, May 22, 2024

Direct all inquiries/communications concerning this selection process to:
[bookmark: _Hlk163655040]Jeff Moore, Contract Administration Services Associate Director, UVA CC&R
hjm7m@virginia.edu
[bookmark: _Toc485810678]Caroline Johnson, Senior Associate, Brailsford & Dunlavey
cjohnson@bdconnect.com



This solicitation and any Amendments are posted on UVA’s Capital Construction & Renovations website at the following location: https://www.fm.virginia.edu/depts/fpc/index.html and the eVA website at: http://www.eva.virginia.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc9506738]

RFQ SCHEDULE
The table below shows the intended schedule for this Request for Qualifications (“RFQ”). UVA will make every effort to adhere to this schedule. 
 
	EVENT
	RESPONSIBILITY
	DATE & TIME

	RFQ Released
	UVA
	April 25, 2024

	Pre-Qualifications Conference via Zoom
	UVA
	May 2, 2024, 3:00 pm EST
(Via Zoom)

	Deadline to Submit Questions for Amendment
	Proposer
	May 3, 2024

	Amendment Issued
	UVA
	May 9, 2024

	Deadline to Submit SOQ
	Proposer
	May 22, 2024, 4:00 pm EST

	Shortlist Notified/RFP Released
	UVA
	June 12, 2024
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1. Introduction & Overview

a. Overview of Opportunity
The University of Virginia (“UVA” or the “University”) invites highly qualified parties (“Proposer” or “Proposers”) to submit a Statement of Qualifications and associated supporting materials for consideration in the selection of a team to enter into a partnership agreement for the development of new housing and food service venues on its main campus (Grounds) in Charlottesville, Virginia in support of the University’s strategic commitment to house the entirety of the first- and second-year undergraduate cohorts on Grounds.
The immediate opportunity includes the phased development of up to 2,000 beds and associated food service venues at two sites identified by the University: (1) at the intersection of Emmet Street and Massie Road (the “Emmet North Project”), and (2) at the juncture of Emmet Street and Ivy Road (the “Ivy Corridor Project”). The University does not expect to move on both sites simultaneously. These Projects can be bundled together as part of one proposal or considered as two separate Projects. Proposers may submit proposals for one or both Projects. The University’s preference is to have the first phase of these new beds delivered for Fall 2027 occupancy.
While not included in the first phase of this initiative, the University reserves the right to extend the contract with the team selected for the Emmet North and/or Ivy Corridor Projects to continue into future redevelopment of housing assets and support facilities. 
The University is seeking solutions from experienced development partners to develop these sites to meet the programmatic, aesthetic, and financial objectives set forth by UVA. This RFQ is the first of a two-stage solicitation process to identify an experienced, qualified partner that is capable of providing one or more of the following services: designing, building, financing, operating (in partnership with UVA), and/or maintaining (DBFOM) the Project in a manner consistent with institutional objectives. The University reserves the option to self-perform one or more DBFOM responsibilities.
Brailsford & Dunlavey is serving as the development advisor for this Project.

b. Estimated Solicitation Schedule
UVA is initiating a two-step process to identify a development partner for the previously described Projects. The purpose of this RFQ is to identify Proposers with the best qualifications, experience, financial capacity, and proven records of executing similar projects. Following a review of RFQ Submittals, UVA will establish a shortlist of the most qualified Proposers for invitation to respond to a more detailed Request for Proposals (“RFP”). A response to this RFQ is a prerequisite to participate in subsequent steps. Two or more entities may collaborate in submitting a response to this RFQ, but a single entity must be designated to contract with UVA and be responsible for performance under any future contract.
The following is the anticipated solicitation schedule. UVA may, at its sole discretion, change this schedule at any time. If UVA changes dates in the schedule before contract award, it will issue an Amendment to this RFQ/RFP solicitation schedule. It is each prospective Proposer’s responsibility to check with UVA for current information regarding this RFQ.

	Events
	Dates

	RFQ Released
	April 25, 2024

	Pre-Qualifications Conference via Zoom
	May 2, 2024

	RFQ Questions Due
	May 3, 2024

	Amendment Issued
	May 9, 2024

	Statement of Qualifications Due
	May 22, 2024

	Shortlist Notified/RFP Released
	June 12, 2024

	Individual Work Sessions
	Week of June 24th, 2024

	Proposal Due Date
	July 22, 2024

	Interviews & Final Selection
	Week of July 29th, 2024



c. Pre-Qualifications Conference Call via Zoom (optional)
The Pre-Qualifications Conference will be an opportunity for the University and its advisors to review the solicitation with interested parties. Participation in the Pre-Qualifications Conference call is NOT a requirement of the solicitation process.

2. Background of UVA

a. Overview of UVA
Founded in 1819, the University of Virginia is a public institution located in Charlottesville, Virginia, and is widely recognized for its excellent academic programs, strong research culture, and focus on servant-leadership. UVA consistently ranks among the top 5 public universities in the nation and top 25 best colleges nationwide. Located in picturesque central Virginia, the UVA grounds, including the Rotunda and the Lawn, were designed by Thomas Jefferson to be an “academical village.” Today, UVA‘s Grounds include over 550 buildings and span more than 1,200 contiguous acres.
With its high-quality academic programs, beautiful historic campus, and engaged student body, UVA attracts a consistently strong pool of high-caliber applicants. UVA currently enrolls approximately 17,000 undergraduates and 8,300 graduate students. UVA students persist to graduation with 97% of first-year students continuing to the second year and 95% of undergraduates completing their degree within six years. UVA is one of only two public universities to meet 100% of undergraduate students’ financial needs and offers admission to students with no consideration of family income. The AccessUVA program provides full on-Grounds tuition and fees for up to eight semesters for undergraduate students with an annual income of less than $100,000.
Nearly 7,300 students live on Grounds, including approximately 4,000 first year students. Existing housing consists of a mix of traditional style units, semi-suites, and apartments, organized into first year, upper class, and graduate housing areas.

b. Mission Statement of the University of Virginia
The University of Virginia is a public institution of higher learning guided by a founding vision of discovery, innovation, and development of the full potential of talented students from all walks of life. It serves the Commonwealth of Virginia, the nation, and the world by developing responsible citizen leaders and professionals; advancing, preserving, and disseminating knowledge; and providing world-class patient care.
We are defined by:
· Our enduring commitment to a vibrant and unique residential learning environment marked by the free and collegial exchange of ideas;
· Our unwavering support of a collaborative, diverse community bound together by distinctive foundational values of honor, integrity, trust, and respect; and
· Our universal dedication to excellence and affordable access.

c. Strategic Plan: The 2030 Plan
In August of 2019, UVA released its strategic plan titled “A Great and Good University – The 2030 Plan”. The plan is built around four overarching goals and several key initiatives that support them:
1. Strengthen Our Foundation – Support students, faculty, and staff.
2. Cultivate the Most Vibrant Community in Higher Education – Prepare students to be servant-leaders in a diverse and globally connected world.
3. Enable Discoveries that Enrich and Improve Lives – Intensify research efforts to join the first rank of the nation’s leading research universities.
4. Make UVA Synonymous with Service – UVA exists to serve the public and will look for ways to better serve the community, the Commonwealth, and beyond.
For more information on “A Great and Good University – The 2030 plan”, the full document can be found at: https://strategicplan.virginia.edu/The2030Plan.201908.pdf 

d. Second Year Housing Plan
A key initiative in UVA’s Strategic Plan, “Citizen-Leaders for the 21st Century”, outlines the University’s intention to prepare students to be productive servant-leaders in a diverse, globally connected world, regardless of their careers or professions. Pivotal to the success of this initiative, UVA has committed to expanding its current first-year residency requirement to require all first- and second-year students to live on-Grounds while enrolled at UVA to better support students in their transition to University life, and as residents of the broader Charlottesville community. 
The construction of the Emmet North and Ivy Corridor Projects are intended to support the University’s second-year residency goal. The new residency requirement will be implemented at a future date in collaboration with other University strategic initiatives. 

e. Sustainability: 2030 Plan & Carbon Neutrality
In 2020, UVA released its 2030 Sustainability Plan, which includes the goal of being carbon neutral by 2030 and fossil-fuel free by 2050, as well as goals on materials/ waste, water, nitrogen, and food. The plan’s framework is built on interdepartmental and interdisciplinary connections at all levels to ENGAGE the community in building sustainability action and equity, STEWARD resources on Grounds and beyond and DISCOVER solutions to local and global challenges through research, curriculum, and using Grounds for engaged learning. Chapter 8 (Green Building Standards) of the Facility Design Guidelines outlines specific process-oriented and prescriptive requirements for building design.
Plans and Progress on the 2030 Sustainability Plan can be found at: https://sustainability.virginia.edu/plans-progress
More information on the Green Building Standards can be found at: https://sustainability.virginia.edu/green-building-standards. 

3. Project Description

a. Description of the Emmet North Project
The proposed Emmet North Project is a 16-acre site at the intersection of Emmet Street and Massie Road, adjacent to the existing Lambeth Field Apartments and across from the John Paul Jones Arena. This site is along a primary access point, positioning the Project as a key gateway to UVA Grounds. The site will border the University Circle neighborhood, and Proposers are encouraged to consider scale and fit within the context of the neighborhood. The site is generally available immediately after removal of a small restaurant building and a temporary parking lot. It is anticipated that this Project will be delivered in phases over more than one academic year. Each phase should be planned to deliver beds during the summer to ensure Fall semester occupancy.
UVA’s preliminary programmatic assumptions for the Emmet North Project include, at a minimum, the following elements: 
· Approximately 900-1,200 beds in apartment-style units for second year students;
· Residential spaces appropriate for a state-of-the-art housing facility that are conducive to building community and cultivating a sense of belonging;
· Situated along Emmet Street, a main artery to Grounds, the design must signal the entrance to UVA, referencing architecture and design of symbolic UVA landmarks;
· Design that responds to the scale of the existing University Circle neighborhood that bounds the site to the east;
· Outdoor spaces that promote gathering, socialization, and mindfulness.
· A food court style dining program with a restaurant, coffee shop, and convenience store incorporated into the new development.


[image: ]
Emmet North Project Site Plan

b. [bookmark: _Hlk164419603]Description of the Ivy Corridor Project
The proposed Project is a 2.25-acre site located on the Emmet Ivy Corridor, a significant entry point to the University and a critical link between North Grounds, Arts Grounds, and Central Grounds. Over the next five years, several new facilities will come online along the Corridor including the School of Data Science, the Virginia Guesthouse, the Karsh Institute of Democracy, and potentially a Center for the Arts. The University envisions that the design and scale of the housing Project would fit within the fabric of the Emmet Ivy Corridor district. As part of the Project, which may also be a phased delivery, the existing University Forum buildings and parking lot will be demolished. 
UVA’s preliminary programmatic assumptions are that the Ivy Corridor Project will include, at a minimum, the following elements:
· Approximately 600-800 beds in apartment-style units for second year students;
· Residential spaces appropriate for a state-of-the-art housing facility that are conducive to building community and cultivating a sense of belonging;
· Situated on the Ivy Corridor, the Project design must relate to the new School of Data Science, Virginia Guesthouse, and Karsh Institute of Democracy.
· Outdoor spaces that promote gathering, socialization, and mindfulness.
· A small retail-based dining platform and a 24-hour mini-market.

[image: ]
Ivy Corridor Project Site Plan

c. UVA’s Goals & Objectives
Expanding on Grounds housing will advance the University’s goal of providing a high-quality residential experience by:
· Shaping the undergraduate experience, building on a uniquely beautiful, historic, and distinctive setting to create a sense of connection and belonging among students.
· Creating a physical and conceptual space that embodies the concept of community, creating spaces and moments for students to interact and learn from one another.
· Shaping the University’s future with new programs as well as adjacencies, proximities, and interconnections that will enhance the living and learning culture.
· Bringing visibility to the University’s commitment to preparing students to be servant-leaders, featuring opportunities for meaningful connection outside of the classroom.

UVA has outlined the primary goals and objectives for the Emmet North and Ivy Corridor Projects below. Further details on desired outcomes relating to financial performance, construction quality, ownership, design, and terms will be discussed during the RFP stage. 
· Develop new housing, focused on second year students;
· Create housing that supports the integration of living and learning in both structured and organic ways;
· Promote a strong sense of community and belonging among students;
· Provide opportunities for daily interaction among diverse individuals from around the world;
· Limit impact on UVA’s balance sheet; 
· Provide a neutral to positive impact on UVA’s credit;
· Maintain student rental rates that are consistent with the rest of UVA’s housing offerings;
· Contribute to the University goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2030; and
· Provide flexibility of design to evolve with UVA’s student body.
For both the Emmet North and Ivy Corridor Projects, UVA may enter into a ground lease agreement with a development partner who will then design and build the development(s) and, potentially, operate/ maintain the facility. At the conclusion of the ground lease term, the facility would revert to the University. The University is open to a range of financing options, from university-financing to developer-initiated debt or equity financing. More detailed information about financing, operating, and building maintenance models will be discussed with shortlisted firms as part of the RFP process, and the University will make value-based decisions based on those conversations.

d. UVA Facility Design Guidelines
The University has published the most recent version of its Facility Design Guidelines to provide procedural and technical requirements applicable to all design and construction projects on Grounds. The document can be found at: https://oubo.virginia.edu/hecomfdg.html. More information about detailed design and construction standards and preferences will be discussed with shortlisted firms as part of the RFP process, and the University will make value-based decisions based on those conversations.

4. Statement of Qualifications Submission

a. Submittal Requirements
The following constitutes the Submittal requirements for UVA to evaluate the RFQ responses. The RFQ response must follow the order provided below to facilitate evaluation of the responses. The University will require the successful firm to have a license to do business in Virginia, be able to demonstrate professional architectural/ engineering registration, and demonstrate that construction contractors have a license issued through DPOR.

Submitted material shall be an electronic format only submission. Interested firms may send one (1) email containing the electronic Submittal if size permits OR send a link to a file storage system to the individuals listed on this procurement to receive communications. The digital copy should be one unlocked PDF file of the entire submission. The Submittal is to include the following:

1. Letter of Interest
Addressed to the Evaluation Committee that is no longer than two (2) pages in length, and which states specifically the firm’s successful experience in planning, designing, constructing, and operating very similar facilities in campus and/or other similar settings. The letter must include:
a. Statement of interest in the Project(s)
b. Name, address, telephone, e-mail, and website for the prime firm
c. Identification of the point of contact for this RFQ process, including telephone number and e-mail address
d. Signature of a representative authorized to represent and negotiate on behalf of the development entity
e. Acknowledgement that the Proposer has reviewed the RFQ, and all Amendments issued as of the SOQ date

2. Table of Contents 


3. Background & Team information
a. Provide a description of the Proposer(s) and the anticipated legal relationship (governance and capital structure) for the Proposer(s). Include in the description of the Proposer(s) the year founded, description and approximate value of real estate developed and currently under control, number of employees by function, and an organizational chart. All equity investors should be identified.
b. Briefly outline the roles of the key personnel for each Proposer. Responses should include proposed staffing plan with key staff resumes attached and an organizational chart illustrating team relationships.
c. Identify the companies and individuals who are expected to be involved in the implementation of the Project including, but not limited to, architects, contractors, financial partners/ underwriters, and legal advisors. Expected team members will be included for additional context, but the inclusion of these firms does not bind Proposers to the utilization of these groups.
d. It is the policy of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the University to contribute to the establishment, preservation, and strengthening of SWaM firms as further defined in the Virginia DGS-30-360 Form, and to encourage their participation through partnerships, joint ventures, subcontracts, and other contractual opportunities. The Commonwealth of Virginia has a 50% target goal for subcontracting to small business for all new capital outlay construction and the University has a SWaM firm overall participation aspirational goal of 37% for procurement opportunities. Where it is practicable for the Proposer to subcontract any portion of the awarded contracts to other firms, the University encourages the use of SWaM firms. The Proposer may obtain names of SWaM firms currently registered with, and certified by, the Virginia Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity (SBSD) and desiring to work at the University from the Procurement & Supplier Diversity Services Department at the University. Assistance is available for registration. If the total amount of a contract exceeds $100,000, the Proposer/ Subcontractors/ Consultants/ Suppliers shall complete and submit quarterly reports, on forms provided by the Procurement & Supplier Diversity Services Department in accordance with the University’s SWaM plan, to document expenditures to SWaM firms in connection with the Project.
e. Provide a Supplier Diversity Plan. The University will consider the firm’s history and proposed participation by “SWaM” firms, including Minority-Owned (M), Women-Owned (W), Micro (O), Service-Disabled Veteran (SDV), Small Business (S), Employment Service Organization (ESO), (8a), and Economically Disadvantaged Woman Owned. 

4. Financial Capability
Proposers must demonstrate their financial capacity to complete and maintain the Project(s) over the term of the agreement. Proposers must provide specific evidence that they have available the appropriate financial resources to complete all aspects of the Project(s) or demonstrate their capability to raise financing for a project of this nature and scope. Audited financial statements and any additional evidence demonstrating financial ability to undertake and successfully deliver the Project(s) should be provided as applicable. 

Factors that must be provided include:
· Available financial resources;
· Capability and experience with raising capital (public placement debt, private placement debt, equity, other) in the current capital market and your typical partners for the associated capital;
· Any anticipated guarantees or requirements from the University to underwrite the Project(s); 
· The number and size of past relevant transactions by deal type; 
· Specific experiences on past relevant transactions; and
· Demonstrated knowledge of prominent deal structures in industry.

5. Relevant Experience
Provide a list, in order of relevance to the Project(s), of at least five (5) recent comparable projects in which the Proposers have participated, preferably projects that were developed within the past ten (10) years. Examples should include brief project descriptions, a statement regarding the duration of your financial and operational involvement with each such project following completion, and the name, address, and telephone number of a primary contact with knowledge of the project, and representative images. Project examples should include information, as applicable, gross square footage, cost of construction, total project cost, and project cost per square foot. Relevant projects should demonstrate an ability to design, build, finance, operate, and maintain the project while maintaining a long-term relationship with the institution/ client. Proposers should demonstrate that their role in the project added substantive value to the institution/ client. Except as required by applicable law, materials marked as proprietary or confidential will be considered as such.

Proposers should specify how each of these comparable projects relates to the proposed Project(s) outlined in this RFQ. UVA is particularly interested in projects that include the following conditions:
· Experience with designing, building, financing, operating, and maintaining new on-campus housing and dining facilities;
· Demonstrated ability to meet best practices for providing opportunities for student community building and sense of belonging and well-being;
· Partnership experience with higher ed institutions;
· Construction experience within the Charlottesville (or comparable) market;
· Experience conducting building programming with institutional clients; and
· Experience with sustainable building and operations solutions, energy efficiency in design and operations, and LEED/ Green Building certifications.

b. Submittal Instructions
RFQ Submittals must be received no later than 4:00 pm EST on May 22, 2024: The qualifications proposal should be submitted as a PDF with text and images to fit 8.5” x 11” sized paper for ease of review by UVA and should not exceed 50 pages (or 25 pages front and back), including pictures, charts, graphs, tables, and text that the Proposers deem appropriate to be part of the review of the response. 

UVA must receive submissions as specified herein. It shall not be sufficient to show that you initiated an electronic response before the due date and time. UVA is not responsible for and will not pay any costs associated with the preparation and submission of your proposal. 

Proposals, once completed, signed, and submitted by you, will constitute your submission. Modifications to your Proposal will be allowed through the due date and time of the RFQ Schedule. No oral requests will be allowed. Requests must be addressed and labeled in the same manner as the original and marked as either MODIFICATION or WITHDRAWAL. 

UVA reserves the right to seek clarifications concerning any Proposal at any time, and failure to respond may be cause for rejection. Clarification is not an opportunity to change the Proposal. UVA will endeavor to accord all firms fair and equal treatment with respect to the process. Submissions may be deemed non-responsive for failing to submit documentation and/or responses that address each and every element of this RFQ, and any submission so deemed by UVA in its discretion will not be further considered. 
Submission confers on a firm no right to a determination that it is qualified, and a determination that a firm is qualified confers no right to an award or to a subsequent agreement. This process is for UVA’s benefit only and is to provide UVA with competitive information to assist in its selection process. All decisions on compliance, evaluation, terms, and conditions shall be made solely at UVA’s discretion and made to favor UVA. 

5. Procurement Process 

a. Access to RFQ
A copy of this Request for Qualifications is available on the Capital Construction & Renovations website at: https://www.fm.virginia.edu/depts/fpc/index.html. 

The eVA Internet electronic procurement solution, website portal https://www.eva.virginia.gov/, is the Commonwealth of Virginia’s comprehensive electronic procurement system. The portal is the gateway for firms to conduct business with state agencies and public bodies. The State expects all agencies and public bodies to use eVA. The State encourages all firms desiring to provide goods and/or services in the Commonwealth to participate in eVA. The University requires selected firms to register in eVA prior to the University making an award.


b. Communication
[bookmark: _Hlk164863025]Throughout the procurement process, Proposers may only have contact with the UVA representative, with a copy to the B&D representative, as identified below and on the cover page of this RFQ. Discussions or communications regarding this RFQ with any other individuals associated in any capacity with UVA, its consultants, contractors, or members of its Board of Visitors, are prohibited, unless otherwise approved in writing by the UVA representative.

Discussions or communications with any other person, regardless of the format, could result in disclosure of proprietary or other competitive sensitive information or otherwise create the appearance of impropriety or unfair competition and, thereby, compromise the integrity of the University's procurement process. “Proposers” includes subcontractors at all levels and joint venture members, where applicable.

Proposers shall provide immediate written notice to the UVA representative any time contact has not been limited to UVA’s representative concerning this solicitation, whether initiated by the Proposer or by other UVA employees, consultants, contractors, or members of its Board of Visitors. Any violation of this prohibition may result in the disqualification of the Proposer from further participation in this procurement, and from award of any contract or subcontract under this solicitation. 



The UVA representative for this procurement is:
Jeff Moore, P.E., VCCO
Contract Administration Services Associate Director, UVA CC&R
hjm7m@virginia.edu

Brailsford & Dunlavey representative:
Caroline Johnson
Senior Associate
cjohnson@bdconnect.com

c. Solicitation Amendments
UVA reserves the right to modify this solicitation. If it is amended, then all terms and conditions which are not modified remain unchanged.
When the solicitation is modified, the UVA representative shall post a solicitation “Amendment” on UVA’s Capital Construction & Renovations website at https://www.fm.virginia.edu/depts/fpc/index.html and the eVA website at http://www.eva.virginia.gov. Proposers are responsible for registering in eVA; otherwise, they may not receive notification of, nor be able to access, solicitation Amendments. UVA is under no further obligation to ensure that Proposers receive Amendments.

Proposers shall acknowledge receipt of any Amendments to this solicitation to the UVA representative by signing and returning the Amendment with their Submittal.

Failure of a Proposer to acknowledge receipt of Amendments may result in rejection of its Statement of Qualifications as non-responsive.

d. Public Information 
[bookmark: _Hlk163824547]Ownership of all data, materials and documentation originated and prepared for the University pursuant to this RFQ/RFP shall belong exclusively to the University and be subject to public inspection according to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. Trade secrets or proprietary information submitted by the Proposer shall not be subject to public disclosure under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act; however, the Proposer must invoke the protections of University Procurement Rules, Attachment 1, Section 34.F, in writing, either before or at the time, the Proposer submits the data. The written notice must specifically identify the data or materials for the University to protect and state the reasons why protection is necessary. The Proposer must identify the proprietary or trade secret material submitted by writing in RED font or highlighting in RED only the specific words, figures, or paragraphs that constitute trade secret or proprietary information. Failure to follow these directions and classification by the Proposer of an entire Submittal/ Proposal document, line-item prices, and/or total Submittal/ Proposal prices as proprietary or trade secrets is not acceptable and will result in the entire Submittal/ Proposal being subject to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.

Proprietary or confidential data shall be readily separable from the offer to facilitate eventual public inspection of the non-confidential portion of the offer. Confidential data is normally restricted to financial information concerning the offeror’s organization and data that qualifies as trade secrets.

e. Offeror’s Costs
Offerors are solely responsible for all costs and expenses of any nature associated with responding to this RFQ, attending meetings, any interviews/ presentations, providing supplemental information, and all subsequent costs associated with the Submittal.

f. Late Submission & Modification of SOQs
It is the responsibility of the Proposer to submit the SOQs by the due date and time stated in the RFQ. The official date and time used in receipt of electronic Submittals is the date and time that the email is received by UVA’s Office of Contract Administration Services. Any Submittal received after the exact time specified for receipt may be rejected.

Any modification of a Submittal, except a modification resulting from the UVA representative’s request, is subject to the same conditions above.

Any modification shall be prepared on company letterhead, signed by an authorized representative, and state that the new document supersedes or modifies the prior Submittals, and resubmitted to the UVA representative as required pursuant to this RFQ. 

g. UVA Rights & Disclaimers
UVA may evaluate the qualifications of any offeror under consideration, may require confirmation of information furnished by an offeror, and may require additional evidence of qualifications. UVA reserves the right, in its sole and absolute discretion, to:
· Reject any or all RFQ responses;
· Issue a new RFQ;
· Cancel or withdraw the RFQ;
· Appoint a selection committee and evaluation team to review responses, and seek the assistance of outside technical experts in the RFQ response evaluation; and
· Waive deficiencies, informalities, and minor irregularities in the RFQ.

h. Notification of Shortlist
After reviewing all submissions, the University intends to issue a shortlist of the best suited firms to respond to the RFP. Notifications may be expected as specified in the procurement schedule, though UVA may adjust the schedule in its sole and absolute discretion.

UVA will not consider any response to the RFQ that does not completely fulfill the specified requirements. UVA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all submissions.

i. Cancellation of Solicitation
UVA may cancel this Request for Qualifications or reject Submittals/ Proposals at any time prior to an award and is not required to furnish a statement of the reason a particular Submittal/ Proposal was not deemed to be the most advantageous. 

j. Ethics in Public Contracting
By submitting their Statement of Qualifications, Firms certify that their Submittals are made without collusion or fraud and that they have not offered or received any kickbacks or inducements from any other Proposer, supplier, manufacturer, or subcontractor in connection with their Submittal, and that they have not conferred on any public employee having official responsibility for this procurement transaction any payment, loan, subscription, advance, deposit of money, services, or anything of more than nominal value, present or promised, unless consideration of substantially equal or greater value was exchanged.

k. Debarment Status
By submitting their Statement of Qualifications, Firms certify that the Commonwealth of Virginia has not currently debarred the Firm from submitting proposals on contracts for the type of goods and/or services covered by this solicitation, nor are they an agent of any person or entity that is currently so debarred.

[bookmark: _Hlk163831092]Protests – Any Proposer who desires to protest the award or decision to award a contract shall submit the protest in writing to the individuals listed on this procurement to receive communications.

UVA will announce the award utilizing the Commonwealth of Virginia’s e-Procurement system (eVA). UVA Notices of Award(s) or Notices of Intent to Award may be accessed electronically at http://www.eva.virginia.gov. The protest must be received no later than ten (10) days after the award or the announcement of the decision to award, whichever occurs first. 

However, if the protest of any actual or potential Proposer depends in whole or in part upon information contained in public records pertaining to the procurement transaction that are subject to inspection under the Rules Governing Procurement of Goods, Services, Insurance, and Construction by a Public Institution of Higher Education of the Commonwealth of Virginia Governed by Subchapter 3 of the Restructured Higher Education Financial and Administrative Operations Act,, Chapter 4.10 (§23-38.88 et seq) of Title 23 of the Code of Virginia, §34, then the time within which the protest shall be submitted shall expire ten (10) days after those records are available for inspection by such Proposer under §34, or at such later time as provided in this section.

No protest shall lie for a claim that the selected Proposer is not a responsible Proposer. The written protest shall include the basis for the protest and relief sought. UVA shall issue a decision in writing within ten (10) days of receipt stating the reasons for the action taken. This decision shall be final unless the Proposer appeals within ten (10) days of receipt of the written decision by instituting legal action as provided in Section 54 of the Governing Rules. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to permit a Proposer to challenge the validity of the terms or conditions of the RFQ. “Days” as used in this paragraph refer to calendar days. If a deadline falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the next business day shall be the deadline.

6. Evaluation Criteria

Evaluation of Submittals shall be based on the compliance of each offeror’s responses to the requirements described in this RFQ. An Evaluation Committee shall review Proposer responses by utilizing the following criteria:
· University Partnership Experience: Demonstrated experience of successfully delivered partnerships for student housing, including various ownership and transaction structures.
· Local Market Experience: Demonstrated familiarity with the Charlottesville, or similar, market. 
· Management Experience: Demonstrated experience with operating and managing residential facilities. 
· Financial Capabilities: Proven financial capacity and resources to develop large-scale, complex projects.
· Sustainability Expertise: Ability to demonstrate experience in designing, constructing, operating, and managing energy efficient facilities that reduce carbon footprint, optimize life cycle cost, ensure sustainable dining operations, and reduce waste and water footprints.
· Submission: Overall quality of submission 
· Staff Availability: Ability to deliver facilities based on Project staff availability/ future workload.
· Qualifications of the team proposed to lead the Project.
· Certified Small, Woman, and Minority Owned Businesses (SWaM)
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